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The STEM Community Alliance
Program (STEMCAP) is a
collaborative effort between the
University of Utah and the Utah State
Board of Education. The program was
founded in 2016 to provide STEM
enrichment opportunities to Youth-In-
Custody (YIC). In Utah, YIC includes
anyone under the age of 26 receiving
services from the state, whether
through the Division of Child and
Family Services (DCFS) or the
Division of Juvenile Justice and Youth
Services (JJYS). 

On average, 126 youth are
detained in juvenile detention
centers or long-term secure care
facilities on any given day in
Utah. An additional 128 youths
receive early intervention
services daily. In the JJYS 2022
Fiscal Year, 6,134 youths were
served. 

ABOUT YOUTH -IN-
CUSTODY AND STEMCAP



For student privacy, all artworks are anonymous. The majority of the
participating students reside at Salt Lake Valley Youth Center (SLVYC) in
either the detention or the Gemstone residential programs, though several
students commute to SLVYC for the Day Skills Intervention Program. All
students at SLVYC were invited to create self-portraits but were not
required to participate in the exhibition. Artists can keep the original or a
copy of their artwork upon completion of the exhibition. STEMCAP is proud
to present the artwork students at SLVYC created in this exhibition.

STEMCAP facilitates workshops led by
scientists, artists, and STEM-engaged
community members inside YIC facilities to
broaden understanding among YIC and STEM
communities. We highlight common ground to
foster learning by all participants and to help
students see themselves as science-capable
learners through diverse experiences
incorporating arts & humanities, community
science, conservation, and STEM academic
pursuits and careers.
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The theme and title of this
exhibition is: “We Are All Water.” 

Youth-In-Custody students worked
with STEMCAP in the Fall of 2022 to
think creatively about water as a
unifying element. Students were
encouraged to reflect on water as a
finite resource that connects all living
things. Students considered the
various water issues here in Utah and
how the impact of individuals on
collective waterways affects whole
communities. STEMCAP workshops
focusing on drought, climate change,
pollution, and the drying of the Great
Salt Lake (GSL) informed the artwork,
tasking students to reflect on the
importance of water as a shared and
vital resource. 

ABOUT 'WE ARE
ALL WATER'

This exhibit is designed to highlight the artistic work of some of the YIC in
our community while bringing our water resources, dependency on water,
and the need to protect the GSL to the forefront of thought.

The artwork you see here is the first iteration of a traveling and expanding
exhibition that includes artwork from students at Salt Lake Valley Youth
Center (SLVYC). 
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Individual self-portraits designed
to express aspects of students'
own identity, elements of their
community, and their connection
to water. 

These portraits incorporate a strip
of paper hand-marbled by
students representing a small
segment of the Jordan River. 

A collectively tie-dyed
cloth shaped into a
replica of the Jordan
River that flows near
Salt Lake Valley Youth
Center. 

Individual artist statements serve to supplement this collective
statement with reflections and explanations straight from the
artist of each individual portrait. 
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The exhibition has three main
student-created components: 



SLVYC and Decker Lake Youth Center will produce
segments of the Jordan River

Slate Canyon Youth Center and Oak Springs School will
produce a segment of the Provo River

Mill Creek Youth Center will produce segments of the Ogden
River and Mill Creek

Farmington Bay Youth Center will produce a segment of
Farmington Creek.
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The final exhibit of this traveling exhibition is slated for the summer of
2024 at the Utah Museum of Fine Arts. Artwork created by students
from all six of STEMCAP’s partner YIC centers will be curated into an
inter-connected exhibit centered around the Great Salt Lake. Each group
will tie-dye a representation of the river or stream that flows closest to
their center, like the cloth river displayed here: 

Students from the University of Utah (UU) will dye cloth representing Red
Butte Creek, which flows directly through UU’s campus. Their tie-dye creek
will flow into the tie-dyed Jordan River. Community members of the
Wasatch Front will be invited to participate in a community art workshop by
tie-dying a large cloth shaped to represent the Great Salt Lake (GSL). All
rivers and creeks will be connected to their corresponding tributaries and
ultimately to the GSL producing a large collectively-dyed map of the GSL
watershed. 

We ask you to reflect on the connections - and the marginalization - within
your community, the role that water plays in your own life, and the role that
water plays in creating a livable community, state, country, and planet. 



STUDENT ARTWORK
AND ARTIST
STATEMENTS

Segment 1

This Portrait is about The Jordan River and water 
I hope people should be aware [of] the water and 
all the loss of water 
and all the ppl that work with water will lose their Job 
and we will lose all the food they make that we need 
and all the water we need to Drink, Shower, Cook,
Swim in 
and all the fish that will be in danger 
and if you're like me I love fish and love fishing 
so plz think of all the water.

-Xaviar

 

Please give an introduction to your portrait 

How did you use different colors, symbols, patterns, or elements
to express part of your identity?

What do you think the marbled-paper segment of the Jordan river
adds to your piece? What connection do you have to the river or to
water?

What (if anything) do you want people to think about, reflect on,
or learn about water in our community?
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Questions students were asked:



Segment 2

-Zyian
 

Segment 3

We should save the water
We are running out
Without water we die our pets.
If we lose more water there is going to be less rain.

-Ruben

 

Segment 4

We are all water. 
Each of the colors in my cutout of an area of the jordan
river represents the different types of pollution that takes
place in the river that we should each notice. 

The self-portrait is a representation of my identity and
how I am not only a person but a person within the
community. 

The earth on the face taking place of where the eye
should be is metaphorical imagery for how we should see
the world in its entirety, and not take it for granted, and
realize the effects we have on our planet
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The fish and plants represent the ecosystems that suffer if
we do not make changes, and try to come up with ways
to minimize the damage or fix things to prevent more
harm.

Each of us is responsible for the damage and pollution of
each of our community's rivers and lakes.

We can’t reverse the damage, but we can make change
so we don’t cause more.

Hopefully, this gives you something to think about on the
individual changes you can make.

We can each make a difference.

-Rylee

 

Segment 5

This is my portrait and I chose this because I went with
the flow like water. 
I think we as a community should worry and help the
water conservation. 
To be able to go into the future and live happy. 

-Daniel M.

 

Segment 6

-Sobrizna
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Segment 7

I did my portrait like this to show things about myself. 

I picked that color for my river because I liked it, it has a
very cool and interesting pattern. 

-Amy

 

Segment 8
 
[My portrait has] things that I’m good at. 

The colors represent good and evil. 

The Great Salt Lake is drying up. 

Save our Ozone Layer. 

-Shylo

 

Segment 9

This is me and the river. 

Why I choose black, red, and orange is because it shows
my day how I was when or while I made it, 

Black meant to me when I’m depressed. 

-Makaila

 

Segment 10

-Khloe
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Segment 11

I used blue and green cuz they my favorite color. 

-Mia

 

Segment 12

I chose to draw myself like this because I think that people
really don’t care about how they are polluting the earth. 
Well guess what? Now is the time to start caring. 

SAVE THE WATER!

I used these different colors because it describes how the
earth and the water on the earth is being polluted. 

The green is for how nice the earth and water looked
before the trash and dirty things that were dumped into
the water which represents the brown. 

The Jordan river is added to my picture because it just
shows that we need to save our water.

-Mckenzie

 

Segment 13

I am a dreamer. 
I used my face & colors to represent my emotions. 
I wrote around me my values. 
The space represents my mind & how I use my
imagination & my brain to dream & hope. 
& the water on top is a representation of it in my lives. I
swim so water means a lot to me. 

Use water wisely, it is our life line. 

-Arianna
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Segment 14

This is my self Portrait. 
I used my favorite colors and colors of the earth, on the
other side of the portrait is the things in my life that I care
about and people that I love and things I like to do. 

The marbled-paper represents a part of the Jordan River. 

I chose the colors blue and purple because the river is
colorful and unique just like the river even though the river
can be nasty. 

I want to let people know that we should not be littering
at all! 
And that we shouldn’t take advantage of water. 

-Taylor

 

Segment 15

-Destiny
 

Segment 16

My portrait is the Boy in the tank with fish. 

The Boy is the part of the colors connection with a part of
colors that is intense. 

What I think is that the colors in my drawing are the part
of my life and the river is a part of the drawing. I want
people to think that is a good, happy drawing I did. 

-Kashawn
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Segment 17

[My portrait has] things I like. 

I used blue for my glasses because I have blue glasses. 

I put the Raiders symbol because I like the raiders even
though we aren’t doing too good at the moment. 

I put the symbol of one of my favorite clothing brands. 

These things on here are things I like. 

We need water in order to function properly.
 
-A. R. 

 

Segment 18

This is a portrait with things that I need or love.

I used all different kinds of colors [to represent me]

It just shows that we all need water and are all connected
through it as well. 

I just want people to see who I am and what I live. 

-Joseph

 

Segment 19

My portrait is the Boy in the tank with fish. 

The Boy is the part of the colors connection with a part of
colors that is intense. 

What I think is that the colors in my drawing are the part
of my life and the river is a part of the drawing. I want
people to think that is a good, happy drawing I did. 

-Tyson
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Segment 20

[My portrait] shows who I am in many ways. 

The symbols I used are showing I love music. The flag of
Mexico is on there because I’m proud of my Mexican side. 

The flow and cycle of life. Being apart of the river is like a
connection to the rest. 

Treat our rivers and water better and people as well. 

-Angel G.

 
 
 

Segment 21

This portrait is called life

It has thing[s] that mean a lot to me ‘n represent[s] who I
am as a person and in life. 

-Christian R.
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Segment 22 

In my portrait I put words that I think represent me, I put
flowers because they are my favorite thing to draw, and
last but not least I put mountains and trees because they
are so beautiful to look at. I used the color blue a lot
because blue is my favorite color, I drew leaves because
fall is one of the seasons I love, And I put a quote on my
paper to give me hope and to whoever reads it .

I think the Jordan River adds a little - water maybe that
connects to the mountains in my drawing and maybe the
water is like the “dreams” [like my quote] showing that
they will always be there for me to catch. 

I want people to think about how water - is very
Important to our environment and that it is most
Important to always try and help to clean up trash you see
outside / near the river. 

-Yesenia

 

Segment 23

This is me. 

I used pipes for my name. 

I used as many colors as I can. 

-Zach
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Segment 24

Smile through it all. 

I am always smiling on the inside. 
The button[s] mean that I don’t really have my eyes. 

The river doesn’t represent anything. 

I just want people to see [my portrait]. 

-Rowdy

 

Segment 25

Hold your head high. 

I used my home state as A symbol. 

[The river represents] A long journey. 

[I want people to think about] How life will always flow
on. 

-Daniel 

 

Segment 26

This Drawing is Dedicated to Day of the Dead, my Loved
ones. 

I used colors like red, Yellow, Purple, Green, and Black. 
I used these colors for my people to see light.  
Other symbols and drawings are Dedicated to my people
and my flag. 

We all need [water] to survive, we Depend on it. 

[I want people to think about] Culture, Water, Love, Style

-Kevin
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Segment 27

This is a portrait of what goes in my head. 
and of what I like. 
The only color I used was black. 
I used words to describe what I like and a symbol to show
God. 

I don’t have any connection with Jordan River. 

Really just want [people] to see and tell them not to give
up. 

-Izaak

 

Segment 28

(An introduction to your portrait) I was bored and could
think of nothing else to write. 

(How the different elements express part of your identity)
I didn’t have any of that in my portrait

(How the marbled paper added to your portrait (or not))
I don’t think it added much to my piece. 

Take care of the water we have. 

-Nathan A.

 

Segment 29

My portrait is things that are important to me. 

I used the U for Utah and then Loyalty, family, friends, and
my last name. 

Water gives us all life. 

I want people to see the things that mean something to
me and that they are supposed to look like tattoos. 

-A. Haro
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Segment 30

I express myself by drawing where I was born and where
I’m from. Salt Lake City, Glendale. 

-Brady

 

Segment 31

[My portrait has] Things I like. 
[I used] my favorite colors.

I’m made of water 
We need water to survive so don’t waste it 

-Stevo

 

Segment 32

[My portrait has] Things I like. 
I used all of the things [I] liked to do. 

I think [the marbled paper] adds beauty. 

I would like it if people could think of ways to save water. 

-Andrew W. 
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Segment 33

[My portrait has] some of the games I like.
Each game has their main color

[My connection to water is that] in order to play games I
must be hydrated and we need water to survive. 

We must conserve to preserve. 

-Jeff

 

Segment 34

My Portrait consists of some of my values which are Love,
Faith, Courage, and Inner Peace. 

It also has my head with an afro ‘cause I’m African-
American. 

I added a prayer in arabic and lots of colors. 

The marbled paper segment of the Jordan River
symbolizes for me the very long journey of life. 

I want people to be more considerate of water and
preserve it because not everyone has the luxuries that
water provides. 

-Dalmar

 

Segment 35

[My portrait has] a Regular Awesome Dude that Loves
Music
[I used] Music Notes ‘Cause He Loves Music

[My connection to water is that] I Drink Water

[I want people to think about my] Nice Hair Line

-Jimmy G.
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Segment 36

This portrait is filled with things that bring me joy - 
Family, art, beekeeping, cooking, nature, reading - to
name a few. 

Water is a common unifying element which brings us
together and gives us life. 

-Cathleen (teacher)
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STEMCAP.ORG

STEMCAP@UTAH.EDU

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
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CONTACT


