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Recap! 
● Biodiversity: Why is it important? 

● THE MAIN PROBLEM: the costs and benefits of a voluntary transaction are assumed 

to affect only the seller and the buyer

● THE REALITY: many transactions involve hidden costs that impact individuals not 

involved in the direct transaction. These costs are forced upon those not involved in 

the direct exchange of costs and benefits



Conservation Biology limitations
● MONEY

● A lot of successful conservation biology happens because it is useful to someone 

(tourism, etc.)

● Public Opinion- Which would you rather save?



Several different value of biodiversity-Option
1. Option: the potential of biodiversity to provide an economic benefit to human 

society at some point in the future



Several different value of biodiversity-Existence
2. Existence: people valuing biodiversity without any intention of consuming or using 

it in the future. Just knowing it’s there now and will continue to be in the future is 

enough.



Several different value of biodiversity- Ethical Value
3. Ethical Value:if we de-emphasized the pursuit of wealth in our society and focused 

on genuine human well-being, the protection of biodiversity would likely become an 

honored, accepted priority in human endeavors.



Habitat Fragmentation
Habitat Fragmentation is the splitting of a habitat 

into smaller pieces, usually by human development. 

● Causes increased competition for food and 

mates

● Prevents connectivity-

– migratory & genetic flow

– Restricted access to food and mates

– Creates smaller, more isolated populations



Habitat Fragmentation
Increases something called the “Edge 

Effect”

● Increases borders between 

different habitats

● Edges can vary over time and 

effect different species in very 

different ways or not at all



So how do we avoid this?
We try to connect 

habitats! 



Map Activity 
You have been given 100 MILLION dollars for conservation efforts!!

Read through the dossiers and decide which areas you want to conserve!

There is no “right” answer  





Conservation has lots of unseen hurdles to overcome
KEY POINTS:

1. Species have intrinsic value: the right to exist whether economically important to humans or not

2. If we value some parts of nature, we should protect all of nature because of the interconnectedness of 

nature

3. We have a responsibility to act as stewards of nature for ourselves and for future generations

4. Respect for human life and diversity is compatible with a respect for biodiversity:

environmental justice & equity

5. Humans benefit from the aesthetic and recreational enjoyment of biodiversity and from a

knowledge of the natural world: nature deficit disorder



Questions?


